MPAKTUKA | onbiT

OPTAHU3ALUA YPOKA

ANa CTYAEHTOB-39KOJ10IroB

MO TEME «IT IS THE LAST STRAW THAT
BREAKS THE CAMEL'S BACK»

té (24

AHHOTAUMSA

Abstract

S

KnioueBblie
cnosa

Keywords

32

Ypok paspa60TaH 47s U3y4dQroLUMX AHITIMACKMI S3bIK CTYOEHTOB 1-X KypCOB KO-
nenxa v CTyOeHTOB 2KOJIOMMYECKMX GAaKy/IbTETOB By30B, O TAKXE O6YYQIOLMXCS
10—11-X KNIQCCOB LLKOJ C Yr1y6IeHHbIM U3y4YeHUEM MHOCTPAHHOrO 53bika. OCHOBHOM
LieJIblo YPOKQ SIBIISETCS PA3BUTUE U COBEPLLIEHCTBOBAHME HABLIKOB QyAMPOBAHMS
1 FOBOPEHMS OBYHAIOLUMXCS HO OCHOBE MPOC/YLLAHHOro. CIOXET BuaeopparMeHTa
3aTPArMBAET AKTYQASIbHbLIE BOMPOCH! SKOIOrMHECKOM, COUMABLHON Y SKOHOMUYECKOM
chepbl 1 MOXET U3y4aTbCS B PAMKAX TeM «[1po61eMbl 1 MepCrekTBbl COBPEMEHHOM
umBmnnsaumm», «[1o6abHele NpPo6IemMbl COBPEMEHHOCTU», «[TPoUYMHBI 1 MOU3HAKM
rM6eny LIMBUIM3ALIMm»,

DESIGNING A LESSON FOR ECOLOGY STUDENTS
ON THE TOPIC ‘IT IS THE LAST STRAW THAT BREAKS
THE CAMEL'S BACK’

The lesson is designed for T*-year college students learning English and students of
environmental faculties of universities. The main purpose of the lesson is to develop
and improve their listening and speaking skills. The plot of the video clip touches on
topical issues of the environmental, social and economic spheres and can be studied
within the framework of the topics ‘Problems and prospects of modern civilizatior',
‘Global problems of our time’, ‘Causes and signs of the death of civilization'.

passumue Haevlko8 ayoupos8aHus, CogepuleHCmeoaaHue
HABbIKOB 2080PEHUSL HA OCHOB€ NPOCIAYULAHHOZ0,
gocnpusimue aymeHmu4Ho20 Headanmupoe8aHHOZ0
ayouomexcma, mpyoHocmu gocnpusmus 3gyuauleil peuu
HA UHOCMPAHHOM S3blKe

development of listening skills, improvement of speaking
skills, perception of an unadapted text

MpennaraeMasa pPA3PAGOTKA YPOKA MOCTPOEHA HO OCHOBE QYTEHTUYHOrO BWOEO-
dparmenTa «5 Signs a Civilization is about to Fail» [5]. Tof, ayTeHTUYHBIM MATEPUANOM
Mbl MOHMMAEM, Bcnep, 3a I . BOpOHWHOWM, TEKCThI, 30MMCTBOBAHHbBIE 113 KOMMYHKOTB-
HOM NPAKTUKK HocuTenen a3bika [1, ¢. 56]. Kak otmeuatot H. [1. Tansckosa m H. U. Tes,
TAKASA XAPAKTEPUCTUKA TEKCTA, KAK AYTEHTUYHOCTb, MPUOBPETAET OCOOYIO 3HAUYMMOCTD
B CBA3M C HAMPABAEHHOCTHIO YYEeOHOro MPOLECCA MO MHOCTPAHHBIM 93bIKAM HA CUTY -
QLMW MEXKYIIBTYPHOTO B3amnModencTamd [2, ¢. 130]. KpoMe Toro, yueHble 1 NpakTuKyo-
LMEe yumTens OTMEeUdIoT, UTO «MpuV PerynapHOn patoTe C AyTeHTUYHBIM MOTEPUOIOM
OBYHAIOLLIMECS CTAHOBATCS BOJIEE YBEPEHHBIMM B CBOMX A3bIKOBBIX CMOCOBHOCTSX” [3].



TOeHWPOBOYHbIE 3CAOHMS YPOKO AensTcs HA Tpu 6noka: «Before you watch»,
«While you watch» v «After you watch». [epBblin 6Nok rOTOBUT CTYOEHTOB K BOC-
NPEVSTUIO HEAAANTUPOBAHHOIO TEKCTA HA GHIUIACKOM 93bIKe: CHUMAET TPYAHOCTU
MCKXONOrMYECKOro MAAHA, MOBbLILLAET MHTEPEC K YYEOHOMY MATEPWANY, 3HOKOMUT
C HOBOW NIEKCUKOWI, HEOBXOAMMOW 415 MOHVMAHMS BUOEOCIOXETA.

«B npouecce MCnonb3oBAHNS AYTEHTUUHBIX BUOEO- 1 AyOMOOOKYMEHTOB, KOK Npa-
BWUIO, HE BOBHWMKOET MPOBGAEM C MOHUMAHMEM OBLLEro CMbICA. CNOXHOCTb 3CKITHO-
4AETCH B MOSHOTE M TOYHOCTU MOHUMAHUS ayamoTekcTar [4, . 19], nostomy 6ok
«While you watch» CORepXmT YyNPAXHEHWs 4N PA3BUTUS HABBLIKOB PACMO3HOBA -
HUS 3HQYMMOM MHOOPMALMM, MOHMMOHWS OCHOBHbBIX MAEM TEKCTA U MOMHOrO ero
COLEPXAHMS, O KaXA0e YNPAXHEHWEe NpedyCMATPUBAET HOBbIM MPOCMOTP.

YnpaxHeHus 13 TpeTben JacTu («After you watch») cnoco6CTBYIOT 30KPENIeHMIO
HOBOIO NEKCMUYECKOro MATEPUANd, HAMPABAEHb HO PO3BUTME HABBIKOB BEAEHMS
AMaNord, a Takxe HA GOPMMPOBAHME CNOCOBHOCTU AHAMM3NPOBATL M MHTEPMNpe-
TUPOBATL MHGOPMALMIO HO AHTIUACKOM A3bIKE.

le/lBeJ],eM HnXxe rlonpoéHoe OMNCAHME KAXO0ro nx Tpex 3TadrnoB ypoKa M npennd-
raemblx 30400HUN.

I. BEFORE YOU WATCH
[Ing BEINONHEHNS NePBOro 304aHWS NOA0BPAHbBI MFTh BU3YASbHbLIX ONOP — NM306Pa -
XEeHUS, OEMOHCTPUPYIOLME Credbl CyLLEeCTBOBAHWSA OPEBHUX LIVBUAN3ALMIA:

1) amdputeartp dOnasves (Konvzen) B Pume;

2) nocenenne Knuod-Nanac (CkanbHbi OBOPELY) B HOLMOHAIBHOM napke Meca-

Bepnoe, AHacoasu;

3) namMaTHKKM-CTenbl B CeBepHOM napke cter, AKCyM, Sbronus;

4) oBLM BUA KOMMekca Kanacacans uMBnnmaaummn TyaHako;

5) nupamnaa KykymbkaHa B YideH-Mue — XpaMoBoe CoOopyXeHmne Mais.

TASK 1. Study the photographs above. Can you guess what is shown in the pictures?
Can you guess what the topic of our lesson means? How do you understand the
saying: ‘It is the last straw that breaks the camel’s back’? What Russian equivalent
do you know or can suggest?

TASK 2. Match the images and the civilizations they relate to.

a) The Anasazi [ene'sa:zi] — kynsTypa AHOCO3M — AOUCTOPUYECKas MHOen-
CKOs KyNnbTypd, CyLLEeCTBOBOBLUOS HA TEPPUTOPUM COBPEMEHHOIO PEernoHa
Ha toro-3anage CLUA.

b) The Tiwanaku civilization [tatwe'naeku:] — TvayaHako, 0OHA M3 CAMbIX 3HAYU-
TeNbHbIX OHACKMUX UMBMNM3aLmMin B KOXHOM AMepuike, HeJaneko OT 03epd T1TN-
kaka. Ee BnunaHue npogonxanocs npumepHo ¢ 600 no 1000 r. Halen 3psbl.

c) The Axumite Empire — Akcymckas umMnepus (LOpCTBO); OpesBHeadnonckoe
rocyoapcTBo, cyllecteoBaBwee ¢ | mo X B. B Adpuke. Cumtanocb opgHOM
N3 YETBIPEX BENMKMX OEPXAB APEBHErO MMPA. BOXHbBIM MOCTABLLMK CIIOHOBOW
KOCTW, KOTOPYIO 3KCMOPTUPOBAM MO BCEMY OOEBHEMY MUPY.

d) The Mayans [mar (j) ens] — uHOeMLb Mans; UMBUIM3ALMS Me3oamepuku,
N3BECTHAS 6NArofaps CBOEM MMCbMEHHOCTH, MCKYCCTBY, APXUTEKTYPE, MATEMA -
TNYECKON U ACTPOHOMMYECKOV cucTeMaM. Mk pazemtns — 250—-900 rr. H. 2.

e) The Roman Empire [rouman 'empaia] — Pumckas umnepus. Kak rocynapctso
BKAIOUANA 60MbLUVIE TEPPUTOPUANbHBIE BNaAeHNS BOKpyr CpeamnseMHoro Mops
B EBpone, CesepHom Adpuke 1 3anagHon A3um, ynpasngemMble MMNepaTOPRAMMU.
CoBpeMeHHOMY M1PY LiBUM3aALms [peBHero PrMa nogapmna prMckoe NpaiBo,
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HEKOTOPbIE QPXUTEKTYPHbIE GOPMbI U PeLleHUs (HanpuMep, apky U Kyror),
KOMEHHbIE OO U MHOXECTBO APYrUX M306peTeHni (Hanpumep, konecHble
BOAAHbIE MEMbHULIb).

TASK 3. Improve your verbal capacity. Match the phrases in the columns:

1) challenges faced by modern civilizations

Q) coenaTb HeaANbHOBUAHbIN BbIGOP

2) methods for solving problems

b) ong Toro, uTo6HI

)
3) make a short-sighted choice
4) to fend off the consequences of damage

d) cnvgHmne MHormx GakTopoB

5) staple energy source

)
)
C) KONMMUECTBO BHEpPrm
)
)

e) coBokynHoe 6pems / Harpyska

f) cooTHOWeEHNE Mexay

7)in order to

g) NPUXOOALLAS B YNOOOK MMIepus

)

6) the collapse [ka'laeps] of civilization
)
)

8) the convergence of many factors

h) paHHWe arpapHbie o6LLIEeCTBA

9) the combined burden

i) MeToabl peLleHns Npodnem

10) ratio between

j) MO OTHOLLIEHWIO K

1) a declining empire

k) OCHOBHOM MCTOYHWK SHEPI M

12) the amount of energy

) 4TOBBI YCTPAHWUTL MOCNEOCTBMA YUIEeP6a

13) relative to

M) KPAX UMBUAU3ALLAM

14) early agrarian societies

n) BbI30OBbl, C KOTOPbIMW CTANKMBAIOTCH COBPREMEHHbIE LUMBUNN3ALLINN

TASK 4. Try to give synonyms to the following words and expressions from the
video. Use these words and word combinations in sentences or situations of your
own:

to apply — NpUMeHsTS;

to result in — NpuBeCTM K;

to coincide with — coBnagaTh C;

to overcome new issues — PEeLIaTb HOBbIE MPOOIEMDI;

to obtain smth — nproGpeTaTh YTO-TO;

grow in complexity — yCnOXHSATbCS;

to fail because of — noTepneTb Heyaady 13-30;

scholars ['skola] — yueHbie;

similarities [stma'leeritiz] — cxogHble anemenTsl (OT similarity — «cxoxecTb, Nogo-

éue»);

eventually [1'ventfis(a)lz] — B KoHeuHOM cueTe;

ability [e'b1litr] — cnoco6HOCT;

cattle ['kaetl] — kpyrHbIA POraTLHIN CKOT;

disastrous [d1za:stres] — rv6enbHbIR, YXACHbBIN, KATACTPOGUHUECKMRA, PA3PYLLIM-

TeNbHbIN;

Energy return on investment (EROI) — oKynaeMoCTb MHBECTULWI B OHEPIETHKY.

TASK 5. Look at the list of problems that can lead to the death of a civilization.
Fill in the table by dividing the problems into groups. What is the difficulty of this
task? Which column has the longest list?

_————

The list of problems:
crop failure [krop fetljp] — Heypoxair;
starvation [sta:'verfn] — ronog;
desertification [dezatifrkeifn] — onycTbiHMBAHME;
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abrupt [a'brapt] climatic changes — peskme KNMMATUYECKUE U3MEHEHIS;
drought [draut] — 30cyxa;

obvious impacts on food production — o4eBMAHOE BO3OEMNCTBME HA MPOU3BOA-
CTBO MPOAOBOMNLCTBUS;

to overshoot the capacity of the environment — NpPeBbILLIATL BO3MOXHOCTM OKPY~
XaroLen cpebl;

excessive [1k'ses1v] deforestation — 4pe3MepHas BbIPYEKA NECOB;

water pollution — 3arps3HeHue Boab!;

soil degradation — gerpanaumsa nous;

loss of biodiversity [Ios bv bareudar'vs:(r)stti] — yTpaTa BuopasHoo6pazs;
inequality [inTkwpl1tr] — HepaBeHCTBO;

oligarchy ['vliga:ki] — onurapxusa (nonuTMYeckoe 1 SKOHOMUYECKOEe rOCNOACTBO
HEBOSBLLIOM rPYMMbl MPEACTABUTENEN KPYMHOrO MOHOMOIMCTUYECKOrO KANUTANA);
natural disasters ['naefrel d1'za:stez] — cTuxminHbie 6eacTBmS;

American invaders [1n'veidez] — aMepuUKAHCKME 30XBATUMKM;

poor hygiene [pus 'hardzi:n] — nnoxas rurnexa;

unavoidable disease [ana'vordabl d1'zi:z] — HenzéexHas 601e3Hb;

external shocks — BHeLUHWE NOTPACEHNS;

diminishing returns [dI'mingn rr'ta:ns] — yébiBaOWAsS OTAAYA (B SKOHOMUKE —
HOPMO AOXOAHOCTH, KOTOPAS HE PACTET MPOMOPLIMOHANBHO KOMYECTBY BNOXEH-
HbIX MHBECTULMA, HOBBIKOB, BDEMEHMW UK YCUINIA).

Il. WHILE YOU WATCH
TASK 6. Watch the video. Choose all the answers that are true according to the
video 5 signs a civilization is about to fail'.
1) Scholars study why civilizations end and apply this knowledge to the
challenges faced by modern civilizations.
2) Climate change is a new threat to people and civilizations.
3) One of the symptoms scholars always see prior to the collapse of a civilization
is inequality and oligarchy.
4) Energy return on investment (EROI) describes the ratio between the amount
of energy produced by a resource relative to the energy needed to obtain it.
5) The Aztec empire for example was brought to an end by American invaders.
6) The reason different civilizations collapse usually follows the same path.

TASK 7. Watch the video again and fill in the missing information. Use no more
than three words.

1) Scholars have compared ________ of civilizations looking for similarities
between all of them.
2) When climatic stability changes —_________ can be disastrous, resulting in

crop failure, starvation and desertification.
3) When societies overshoot the capacity of their environment, they eventually

lose their ability to fend off the consequencesof _____ they made to
the environment.

4) Societies are essentially away for _______ to solve problems.

5) External shocks are things like war, __________, famine and pandemics.

6) The combined burden is like a combination of hits from ___________ on his
opponent.

TASK 8. Watch the video again and answer the following questions.
1) How many symptoms do historians observe prior to the collapse of
a civilization?
2) With what event/phenomenon did the collapse of the Mayans, the Roman
Empire and many other civilizations coincide?
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3) How does historian Sir John B. Glubb describe politics and life at the final
stages of a civilization in his book ‘The Fate of Empires’'?

4) What was the staple (main) energy source of the Roman Empire?

5) Why were most early agrarian societies short-lived?

6) Do you see these top five symptoms occurring simultaneously in any modern
civilizations?

1ll. AFTER YOU WATCH
TASK 9. Put the words in order to make sentences from the video:
1) The next / a declining empire / seem / strange / may / symptom / a little / of.
2) Their/ problems / methods / grow / issues / in complexity / for solving /
in order to / new / overcome.
3) Things / law / related to / are / and / shockingly complex / or finance /
to understand / difficult.
4) Usually / because of / many factors / different civilizations / to fail / begin /
the convergence of.
5) The concentration / in settlements / poor hygiene / of humans and cattle /
with / diseases / unavoidable / made.

TASK 10. Act as a translator. Translate into Russian.

1) If these things haven't led to the collapse of a society up to this point, this
final item is the proverbial straw that breaks the camel’s back.

2) Most early agrarian societies were short-lived due to deadly epidemics.

3) One of the biggest problems with modern civilization is the unnatural and
excessive consumerism. We are raised to consume as much as we can, much
of which we do not need.

4) All'in all, global problems are the following: environmental pollution, climate
change, resource issues, overpopulation, nuclear weapons, social problems
and some others.

TASK 11. Express your opinion about the most serious problems leading to the
collapse of civilization. Discuss this with your partner. Use some of the words and
expressions listed below:
1) major threats to civilization; nuclear war; wipe out all life on Earth;
2) pollution; causes illness and threatens wildlife; chemicals; smoke; destruction
of the ozone layer;
3) melting ice caps; rising seas; understanding and managing climate change;
4) growing population; the global food and refugee crisis; homelessness;
family size; domestic violence; bullying in school; increasing social mobility;
terrorism;
5) depletion of natural resources; vanishing resources; poverty; hunger;
starvation; unemployment; social inequality; political polarization; corruption.

B kauecTBe 30KIOYEHUS OTMETUM, YTO PA3PAGOTAHHBIM YPOK 6blfT ANpPOBUPO-
BAH B GUIMANOX MyPMOHCKOTO OPKTUYECKOTO YHUBEPCUTETA ropoaoB ANaTUTb
1 KMPOBCK M MPUMEHSETCS B PAMKAX M3ydeHus Tembl «[1po6neMbl U MepcnekTvBb
COBPEMEHHOM LIMBUNM3ALMMY Y CTYAEHTOB 1-T0 KypCa. MICMonb30BAHME BU3YASTbHbBIX
1 BEPOBATbHBIX OMNOP HA NEPBOM 3TAME NO3BOMMIO CHATb 3HAUMUTESBHYIO YACTb NeK-
CUYECKUX TPYOHOCTEN. DTO 6bINO OCOGEHHO BAXKHO, YUUTLIBAS CNeumnbuKy CloXeTd
BMAEO: 60SIbLLOE KOMUYECTBO AAT, reorpaduuecknx Ha3BaHun. Btopon stan 6bin
HOMPOBEH HO COBEPLUEHCTBOBAHME PE3YNETATOR AYAMPOBAHMS: CTYAEHTbl PAGO-
TANM HOQ PO3BUTUEM HABBIKOB MOHNUMAHKS OCHOBHOTO M MOSTHOMO COAEPXAHMS TEK-
CTQ, MOMCKA 30MPALLMBAEMON MHPOPMALMKU. C MOMOLLBIO YIPOXHEHN TPETLErO
3TANA PA3BMBANM HOBbLIKM FOBOPEHUS HO OCHOBE MPOCYLLAHHOTO.
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Hpe,EI,J'IOXQHHbIe 3a00HNA MOryT 6bITb MCMOMB3OBAHbLI KAK A5 AYAUTOPHONM, TAK
M 019 COMOCTOATENbHOM pOéOTbIA Bbléop 3000HUM 1M MOCNefOBATENbHOCTb UX Bbl-
MoNHeHMd MOryT BAPbUMPOOBATLCA B 3ABUCMMOCTM OT UeSin 3AHATUA, BOEMEeHMN,
BblAe/IeHHOro Ha n3y4deHne Tembl, 1 YPOBHA NOOTrOTOBKN YHALLINXCA. Takxe nogyep-
KHEM, 4TO NOoaTAnHA4A pOéOTG HaO naydeHneM CoOepPXaHNA 1N A3blIKOBbIX CPOeACTB
OTOépOHHOI’O HAaMK  BMOeoOMATepnana noJiIoXnTellbHbIM OépOBOM oTpa3nnaAchb
HAa MOoTMBAU MM OéyLIO}OI_LI,I/IXCQ K N3YyHeHUIO MHOCTOAHHOIO 43blkd, A CAM Mnpouecc
npoTekan 60nee akKTUBHO, MHTEepPeCHO 1 yBNeKATEeSIbHO.
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